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Friends of Tooting Common AGM 17 November 2019: Chair’s Report on 2018-19 
 
This has been another busy year for Friends of Tooting Common.  We have run a wide range 
of activities and events on the Common.  We’ve also made a considerable input to 
consultations and other discussions with Wandsworth Council and Enable about the Common.   
 
FOTC's aims: We aim to promote the public use and enjoyment of the Common, to help 
protect it as an excellent area of open space with distinctive character, available to everyone.  
We want to help make it a better place for people, plants and wildlife. Our events and activities, 
and the input we make to consultations and discussions, are all directed to these aims. 
 
Activities and events  
 
Bat walks: Our bat walks are one of our regular activities and we held monthly walks between 
March and October, led mainly by Geraldine (Kelly) and Francine (Forde). We are very grateful 
to them.  These walks have been well attended and popular.  Geraldine will be reporting on the 
bat walks at the AGM - many thanks for this. 
 
Litter picks: Our litter picking sessions are another regular activity.   Over the year we ran 
about 20 sessions, covering various parts of the Common, led by Tove (Bellingham) - many 
thanks to Tove for this and for her report to the AGM.  Our picks have all been very successful 
in clearing a considerable amount of litter, and have highlighted the problem with litter, 
particularly in certain areas. Currently our picks are during the working week but we will be 
making arrangements for some picks at weekends.   
 
Fun Dog Show: Our annual Fun Dog Show was on 9 June, and was our 10th dog show.  As 
in previous years, it was very well-attended, with about 450 people attending and 100 dogs 
entered in the Show classes.   The classes covered a range of topics including 'Most 
handsome dog'; 'Young and Junior Handlers' and 'Dog with the Waggiest Tail'.   Our judges 
included Dr Rosena Allin-Khan (MP for Tooting), Cllr Jane Cooper (Mayor of Wandsworth) and 
Jacqueline Said (of the Dogs of Tooting Common).  We are grateful to each of them for taking 
the time to support the Show. 
 
Pumpkin Parade: Our annual Pumpkin Parade was on 27 October, and also very well-
attended.   Around 200 people came, with around 60 very imaginatively carved pumpkins 
entered in the three categories (most artistic, scariest and funniest).   There were also a lot of 
excellent entries for home-made fancy dress, in two age categories. The afternoon also 
included willow star decoration and some very interesting storytelling for children.       
 
Botanical and other walks: We have also held walks on the Common over the year: 
1 January: an informal and well-attended walk on the Common to mark the New Year!  
April: Leonie (Cooper) led a bluebell walk in Graveney Woods. 
June and July: Roy (Vickery) led two plant walks on the Common for FOTC, including one on 
the  Medicinal Uses of Wild Plants.   And in July Alan Harrington led a walk on measuring trees 
and estimating their ages  
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These walks were all well attended and popular.  We are very grateful to each of these people 
leading them for sharing their knowledge and expertise with us.   
 
During the year we also organised a couple of small stargazing events.  These were not wholly 
successful but they indicated that in the middle of the Common it is sufficiently dark to see at 
least some stars. We plan to organise similar events in future. 
 
On 30 June we were pleased to have a stall, and organise a tree trail and other activities, at 
the opening event for the Woodfield Pavilion.  We were glad to help celebrate the Pavilion's 
opening, and the very large amount of work that has gone into its restoration.  
 
In September we participated in an informal event at Streatham and Clapham High School to 
plant a pear tree for "Plant a tree for peace" day.  
 
Forthcoming events: The new Committee will plan the 2020 events programme.  It will 
include events similar to last year, but comments and suggestions are very welcome!  
 
 
Consultations and other involvement in issues relating to the Common 
 
During the year we have had considerable involvement in discussions of issues relating to the 
Common.  We have informed members on these during the year: this pulls the information 
together.  
 
New management contract for Commons and Open Spaces  One of the main issues has 
been the new (fully competitive) contract for management of the Commons and other leisure 
facilities in Wandsworth, when Enable's current contract finishes in March 2020.   This is very 
important for the Common. We have led a group of six Friends Groups and Management 
Advisory Committees (MACs) from the large greenspaces in Wandsworth in discussions with 
Council officers on plans for letting the new contract.  Discussions have been helpful and 
Council officers have been keen to hear our views.   Our main aim has been to try to ensure 
that the specification gave sufficient weight to issues we see as important, including active 
patrolling by the Parks Police to combat antisocial behaviour; better litter collection; recognition 
of the distinctive nature of individual green spaces such as Tooting Common; and good liaison 
with Friends Groups and MACs.  We have also sought to ensure that the Council's process for 
assessing the bids and deciding on award of contract gives a noticeable weight to quality as 
well as to price.  Although it has not been possible for us to see the specification documents as 
such, we are reasonably assured on the basis of our discussions with Council officers, that 
both these objectives have largely been met.  
 
The process for awarding the contract has been delayed (was to be July) but a decision is 
about to be made and is likely to be announced by early December.  However because the 
Council meeting to decide this was due to fall in the pre-General election period, and so cannot 
now take place then (under general public sector processes to minimise political activity prior 
to an Election), the Council are planning that the decision be made just by the Council Cabinet 
member (under the 'SO83A' procedure) rather than by the committee of Councillors as a 
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whole.   It is of considerable concern that the contract award will therefore not have the 
appropriate scrutiny by Councillors as a whole, and this decision is being challenged. 
 
We are also seeking to be able to comment on the draft contract with the successful bidder 
when that is drawn up, to ensure that the important points in the specification are carried over 
in full into the contract.    
 
Work will also shortly begin on new maintenance contracts for Wandsworth green spaces 
(currently held by idVerde and City trees), from 2021.  Council officers have agreed that we 
(the group of six) can be involved in discussion of arrangements for those contracts also.  
 
Our involvement in the above work has been very time consuming. 
 
 
Antisocial behaviour:   There continue to be problems of antisocial behaviour, particularly in 
Graveney and Bedford Woods.   These include drug dealing; sexual activity (sometimes 
around school collection times); people sleeping in woods (leaving waste and rubbish); large 
amounts of litter; human excrement; and issues for women walking by themselves.  Although 
the Common generally remains a safe place, these problems remain of great concern.  We 
have continued to raise them, and the need for increased policing, in the context of the new 
management contract, and more generally.   
 
In 2017 and 2018 there were a number of incidents of what appeared to be ritual events in 
wooded areas, where severed animal heads (sheep and goats) were found at the foot of trees.  
There have only been one or two further incidents in 2019 but the Parks Police are keeping a 
watch for them. Such incidents are of considerable concern since they appear in a public 
place.   
 
Triangle field development:   In November 2018 the Council granted a lease to TFC Ltd for 
the development of facilities on the site: we commented to the relevant Council committee on 
issues we considered needed to be taken into account in the development.  TFC Ltd have now 
recently submitted a planning application for the development and we are currently consulting 
members as to what comments FOTC should make on this.  There are number of positive 
aspects to the plans, including a significant improvement to the Triangle site which has been in 
poor condition for a number of years, and a toilet and cafe.  However there are also a number 
of negative aspects, including the loss of (free) access to the redgra football pitch for 
impromptu games. The grant of the lease also reflects the closure of the 1 O’Clock club on 
which there have been considerable concerns.  We are awaiting members' responses to our 
consultation to them and will then respond to the planning application. 
 
Large events permitted on the Common  Enable have proposed an extension to the licence 
they have from the Council to permit large events by outside organisations. (Currently Enable 
have a licence to permit three events of up to 5,000 people. They propose the licence should, 
additionally, permit one event of up to 10,000 people.)   We have made a number of comments 
on this, stressing the need for appropriate management of large events, and also saying that 
the proposed extension to the licence should be time-limited - say three years, and then 



4 
 

reviewed - rather than being a permanent extension as Enable propose.  We are continuing to 
discuss this with Enable. The number of large events permitted on the Common could be an 
important issue for the new management contract: it is a "concession contract" so the new 
contractor is likely to want to maximise revenue from larger events. 
 
Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs) and byelaws:   During the year the Council introduced 
(following earlier consultation) fixed penalty notices for certain (mainly byelaw) offences on the 
openspaces in Wandsworth, for use instead of taking court proceedings against offenders.   
We stated that we certainly strongly support measures to curb antisocial behaviour.  We did 
though suggest to the Council that it would be appropriate for the Council to issue a press 
notice to indicate how fixed penalty notices would be used; and that people needed to be 
aware of the byelaws on the Common, to which FPNs would apply.  The Council did issue a 
press notice and we welcome this.    We will be keeping in contact with the Parks Police and 
the Council on the use of FPNs.  
 
Linked to the need for people to be aware of byelaws, we raised with Enable and the Council 
the need for signage around the lake to indicate that dogs should be kept on a lead and not 
allowed in the lake, in view of the potential danger to wildlife.  The Council have agreed to 
instal signage on this but have not yet done so. 
 
Dr Johnson Avenue:   During the year, work on the traffic calming measures (the large flat 
tables) on Dr Johnson Avenue - financed under the Tooting Common Heritage Project - has 
been completed.  On a request from TCHP for feedback on this work, we strongly welcomed 
the underlying intention to seek for additional traffic calming on Dr Johnson Avenue, and hence 
help make passage by pedestrians between the two parts of the Common easier and safer.  
However based on feedback from FOTC members we said it was not yet clear whether the 
specific traffic calming measures installed have in practice resulted in additional traffic calming. 
It would be important to keep the speeds and volume of traffic on DJA under review.    

We also continued to propose that some signage for motorists also be installed by the new 
tables on DJA, warning that children and other pedestrians cross at these points.   This 
signage has not (yet) been installed, and we will continue to raise this. 
 
Tooting Common Heritage Project (TCHP): We have continued to be part of the Steering 
Group for the Heritage Project (which will end in Dec 2019), on an advisory basis.  We have 
contributed to the review of the TCHP being drawn up by an independent assessor.  We 
strongly welcomed a number of aspects of the TCHP - particularly the renovation of the 
Woodfield Pavilion; the work on the history of the Common (publication of "The Common 
story"); the new interpretation panels, and the encouragement of acid grassland.  However we 
said we continue to have very considerable concerns about Chestnut Avenue, and the way the 
decision was handled. It was very disappointing and regrettable that the Council did not pursue 
the option of gradual replacement of individual trees over time which we proposed.    
 
Looking to the future, now that the new lime trees are in place, it is clearly very important that 
they thrive.  It is welcome that all the trees are growing well, and, among other things, that they 
survived the recent very hot summers, with some additional watering.   It is important that the 
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Council and management contractor put sufficient resources into their monitoring and 
development.  
 
TCHP have arranged a number of volunteer and other activities on the Common during the 
year and we have kept members and others informed of these.  
 
We are also very grateful to TCHP for paying for an enhanced  bat detector, which can detect 
species, for our bat walks, in addition to the six new bat detectors they paid for last year.   
 
Planning applications affecting the Common  Over the year we have commented on 
several planning applications, mainly for telecomms masts but also for developments at the 
Lido.  We have objected to telecoms equipment which would be visually intrusive on the 
Common, and have also sought to ensure that developments incorporate environmental and 
biodiversity considerations.   Many thanks to Simon (Hemsley) for leading for FOTC on these 
planning applications. 
 
Work by Thames Water:   Thames Water have now almost completed the work to repair the 
major water leak under the railway south of the bridge on Bedford Hill, although this has taken 
much longer than originally planned because of unexpected geological problems.  We have 
kept in contact with Enable in their discussions with TW during the work.  Enable will now 
arrange for work (financed by TW) to restore the acid grassland affected by the repair work 
 
Other issues: We have also raised with Enable the need for signage to available toilets (while 
avoiding excessive signage on the Common); the problem of littering after weekend football 
matches; the need for more of the larger wire cage litter bins to be available throughout the 
year; repair of the fence by the 'sanctuary' by the Lake; the large blank wall at 60 Culverden 
Road; consideration of some information boards about oak processionary moth.  We also 
confirmed with Lambeth Planning a "no artificial lighting" condition on use of hockey pitches at 
Streatham and Clapham High School, which borders the Common. 
 
No developments during year:  There have been no substantive developments during the 
year on several longstanding issues - the Council/ TfL's plans for the cycling Quietway across 
the Common; changes to cycling arrangements along Tooting Bec Road; or the possible 
proposal to transfer the car parks to Council Highways to address the issue of commuter use.   
These are though potentially important issues and we will continue to keep an eye on them.  
 
Relations with Enable and the Council   During the year Enable put forward proposals for a 
'Charter agreement' between themselves and each Friends group.  We and the Friends group 
for the other large green spaces had considerable concerns about the terms of the proposal, 
including an implication that Friends groups could be charged for events that they put on.  
Following our comments these plans have been withdrawn, at least in this form, and Enable 
have confirmed that Friends groups will continue not be charged for their events. (This has 
also been confirmed for the new contract.) 
 
During the year Enable have taken a number of initiatives in working with Friends groups, 
including the provision of training in topics which may be useful to Friends groups.  This 
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particular training has not been relevant to us, but we welcome these initiatives in seeking to 
engage more with Friends groups.  The Council and Enable also commenced a "Love Parks" 
week in September, mainly (this year) focused on Battersea Park. Linked to this, the Council 
are donating a tree to the Friends group and MAC on each green space, in recognition of the 
work they do. We are grateful for this. Arrangements for planting the joint tree for FoTC and 
TCMAC are being made: we will keep members informed. Enable have also set up a 'Friends 
Forum' for informal exchange between Friends groups/ MACs, and the Council and Enable.   
 
Links with partner organisations:  We continue to work closely with the Tooting Common 
MAC and with the Woodfield Project. with whom we share the close interest in Tooting 
Common.  During the year we have developed our links with the Friends groups and MACs for 
the other large greenspaces in Wandsworth, particularly in relation to the new management 
contract.   In a wider context, we are also developing our links with the London Friends of 
Green Spaces Network (LFGN), and are very grateful for Jean (Ettridge's) work on this. 
  
FOTC Committee:  I am very grateful to the FOTC Committee for all their work throughout the 
year, which is vital to maintaining and developing our work. Particular thanks to Eamonn 
(Richardson) our Treasurer, Kim (Dewdney) our Minutes Secretary, and Francine (Forde), our 
Membership Secretary.    
 
Website and communications:  During the year we have developed our communication 
arrangements.  We have a new and improved website - www.friendsoftootingcommon.uk  - 
and are very grateful to Hector (Denfield) for developing this. Among other things this includes 
a facility (GoCardless) for people to join FOTC online and pay by direct debit.  This will be very 
useful in encouraging people to join, and simplifying the procedures.  The website currently 
shows basic information on our events and we are developing the content.  We have also 
started to do a blog on Tooting Dailyprss about FoTC's activities.   
 
Many thanks also to Simon (Hemsley) who handles our Twitter account and other 
communication matters, and to Francine (Forde), who manages our Facebook page.       
 
Summary – and a request!  As mentioned for the last several years, there is a great deal 
happening, both in terms of our events and activities, and on other issues and developments 
where our comments and input on matters affecting the Common are likely to be useful and 
relevant to our aims.  However, in order to maintain and develop FOTC’s work we do continue 
to need involvement by members, in different ways - joining the committee, helping to lead a 
walk or other event, or helping with FOTC’s administrative or publicity work. If you would be 
interested in being involved, in any way, we would be very glad to hear from you!  (Email 
address is fotcinformation@gmail.com) 
 
 
Many thanks for your interest in and concern for Tooting Common. 
 
Peter Ramell 
Chair, Friends of Tooting Common  
November 2019 


